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OVERVIEW
The New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) has reviewed the 2015/16 Executive Budget 
Proposal regarding economic development related funding and programs. NYSAC supports key 
initiatives to incentivize economic growth throughout New York’s communities. NYSAC also opposes 
certain initiatives that curtail local efforts to incentivize development. 

 

COUNTY PRIORITIES
Expand Broadband Across New York

The budget allocates $500 million for the “New NY Broadband Program” to incentivize the private 
sector to expand high-speed broadband access in underserved and unserved areas. Broadband 
providers and communities will utilize this funding to deliver service in a given area. It requires a 
1:1 financial match, which will push the size of the program above $1 billion. Broadband providers 
must provide internet speeds of at least 100 Mbps, with funding priority given to those delivering 
the highest speeds at the lowest cost. 

In order to leverage local input, each Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) will submit 
a comprehensive plan to the State that: 1) identifies unserved and underserved areas; 2) aggregates 
demand across residential, institutional and business sectors; 3) details the most cost-effective 
means to provide universal access; and 4) leverages state-owned assets where possible.

NYSAC supports the proposal to expand broadband in New York. 

Upstate Revitalization Account

The budget proposes $1.5 billion out of the bank settlement monies for a special ‘Upstate Revitalization 
Account’ to fund a competitive economic development program that resembles the current Regional 
Economic Development Council model. Under the one-time special initiative, seven regional economic 
development areas are eligible to compete for one of three $500 million upstate revitalization grants: 
Mid-Hudson, Capital Region, Mohawk Valley, Central New York, North Country, Southern Tier and 
Finger Lakes. The goal is to provide a regional economic plan that focuses on strengthening critical 
infrastructure, revitalizing communities, bolstering workforce development, growing tourism, and 
improving quality of life. 

If approved and enacted, the timeline for applications is to begin April 15. Plans would be due by 
July 1 and awards would be made in the fall. This correlates with the annual REDC application and 
CFA funding process, which are awarded in December. 
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Reform the Industrial Development Authority (IDA) Program

The budget proposes reforms that would curtail local IDA authority by requiring Empire State 
Development to approve all state sales tax benefits offered, authorizing the Tax Commissioner to 
perform IDA audits, and requiring more extensive recordkeeping, reporting and clearances from the 
Tax Department. NYSAC opposes this proposal that infringes on local IDA authority and undermines 
the incentives IDAs can offer to businesses.

NYSAC opposes the proposal.

Continue the START-UP NY Program

START-UP NY was an initiative established in 2013 to transform SUNY and private college and 
university campuses and communities across the State into tax-free zones. As of the Governor’s State 
of the State address, a total of 55 businesses had been approved for START-UP NY participation, 
projecting to create over 2,100 net new jobs and over $98 million in investment. Since then, an 
additional 18 companies were announced to be joining the program, bringing the total number of 
businesses participating in START-UP NY to 73, representing commitments to create more than 
2,400 new jobs and invest more than $104 million in communities throughout the state.

Expand the Urban Youth Jobs Program Tax Credit

The budget proposes expanding a program that provides a credit to employers who hire unemployed, 
at-risk youth. The annual allocation would be increased to $20 million for tax years 2015 through 
2018, with a focus on jurisdictions with high youth unemployment. 

NYSAC supports this proposal.

Job Training

The budget increases funding for the Summer Youth Employment program from $27.5 million to 
$30 million. Numerous “member item” job training programs are not funded, including displaced 
homeowners and Rochester Anti-Poverty Taskforce, and Career Pathways.

Unemployment Strike Force

The budget provides $12 million in funding to expand the unemployment strike force to cover the 
highest areas of unemployment (St. Lawrence, Oswego, Orleans, Montgomery, Franklin and Steuben 
Counties).
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